	A Brief History

Since its inception in 1985 in the San Francisco Bay 
Area, Four Shillings Short has taken an experimental approach to folk and traditional music. Since 1995, 
Aodh Og O’Tuama and Christy Martin have formed 
the core of Four Shillings Short.  In a single evening, 
the pair performs Traditional Irish tunes, Indian Ragas, Folk Ballads, Medieval and Renaissance instrumentals, 
a cappella numbers as well as contemporary folk and original compositions.  The husband-wife duo set out 
on their first tour in 1996. Since then they’ve toured constantly, reaching out to audiences in the United 
States and Europe.  
Born in  Cork, Ireland, Aodh Og O’Tuama comes 

from a family of poets, writers, musicians & teachers.  
He studied music at University College Cork in Ireland and Stanford University in California and worked as a Sound and Lighting Designer in professional theatre 
for 28 years. 

Californian Christy Martin grew up in a family of musicians and dancers and began studying the Sitar at age 15 with a protégé of famed sitar maestro Ravi Shankar. Christy later discovered the rich sound of Celtic music, which prompted her to get her first hammered dulcimer.  

“Martin’s vocals are

clear and rich;

she has a

talent for moving

seamlessly

from a

heartfelt ballad

to a lighthearted  
jig.”-Charles Vane
Crosswinds Santa Fe, NM
Christy Martin

vocals, hammered dulcimer, 
mandolin, mandola, sitar, 
bouzouki, banjo, guitar, 

bowed psaltery, charango, Bodhran

	“Music can stir something in a lot of people that they don’t understand…because their blood lines go back to these areas.  There is something lost in a person until they connect with their ancestry,” says Martin. “The resonances translate in you, and you may not know what it is that’s touching you, it’s a cultural, physical remembrance in you,” adds O’Tuama.   Northern Lights interview, Humboldt, CA 2009
CONCERT VENUES AND WORKSHOPS

FOUR SHILLINGS SHORT performs in a variety of settings, including Folk and Celtic Music festivals, theaters, outdoor concerts, folk society concerts, bookstores, schools, libraries and the occasional Irish pub. Their workshops include instruction on the tinwhistle,hammered dulcimer, Gaelic singing and Irish percussion.

LIBRARY AND SCHOOL PROGRAMS

Four Shillings Short have created a program for

schools and libraries to introduce young audiences to the range of instruments and music in their repertoire. The program includes music from Ireland, Scotland, England, America, Medieval Europe and India on a variety of instruments. The fees vary with each school and library, based on what each can afford.

A FEW OF THE PLACES THEY’VE PLAYED

Potomac Celtic Festival LEESBURG, VA, Minnesota Irish Fair ST. PAUL, MN, Chicory House WILKES-BARRE, PA, Willamette Valley Folk Festival EUGENE, OR, Celtic Nations Festival LAKE CHARLES, LA, Turtle Hill Festival ROCHESTER, NY, Club Passim CAMBRIDGE, MA, Big Top Chautauqua WASHBURN, WI, Two Way Street Coffeehouse DOWNERS GROVE, IL, Bound for Glory ITHACA, NY, The Sounding Board W. HARTFORD, CT, Kilworth Arts Center KILWORTH, CO. CORK, IRELAND, Campanile Center for the Arts (Minocqua, WI), South Florida Folk Festival (Ft. Lauderdale, FL), Flint Folk Festival (Flint, MI), Tucson Celtic Festival (Tucson, AZ), The LittleFox Theater (Redwood City, CA), Old Fort Niagara State Park (Niagara Falls, NY), Ten Pound Fiddle Coffeehouse (East Lansing, MI), Lompoc Concert Association (Lompoc, CA) Heyde Center for the Arts (Chippewa Falls, WI),People’s Voice Café (NYC, NY)San Diego Folk Heritage Society (San Diego, CA)Columbus Folk Music Society (Columbus, OH)Bas Bleu Theater (Ft. Collins, CO), Festival of Nations (Red Lodge, MT) Piccolo Spoleto (Charleston, SC), Susquehanna Music and Arts Festival (Baltimore, MD) St. James Church Concerts DINGLE, CO. KERRY, IRELAND, Heartland Dulcimer Festival ELIZABETHTOWN, KY
	Recording Information

Attitude and Gratitude (2007)

This recording best captures the sound of the duo of Four Shillings Short.  A lovely, contemplative and rich selection of songs

and instrumental music. 

Icing on the Lake (2006) 

A compilation CD of the best selections from our first 2 albums “Kelptic Oddyasee” and “The Boggy Spew”.  Electric, eclectic, energetic and fun!

Of Labour & Love (2002)

Recorded & produced in Ireland featuring some of Ireland’s top musicians.  Beautiful, acoustic and full.  The Columbia River Reader calls it “a real cornucopia of sounds.” 
“Eclectic and unpredictable are apt descriptions of this beguiling duo.  Their repertoire joins together traditional Celtic tunes, Indian ragas and American mountain music into an intoxicating mash.  Through their many albums and constant touring, they’ve become known for thwarting listeners’ expectations and finding common ground in genres not often associated with one another.” Connect Savannah, Savannah GA 



